RUSSIAN PRINCESSES

with respect to American ships, except so far as is necessary
to make sure that they are really American, and do not
belong to an enemy nation, (2) that American ships will be
received in my ports, and will not be expected to pay more
than the ordinary dues, always provided that they come
direct from the United States, from another French port,
from a country allied to France, or from a neutral; for I
refuse to admit American ships coming from English
ports. . . .

[CORRESP., xx, i6iz7. cf. No. 182. The Non-Intercourse Act of
March, 1809, limited the prohibition of American trade (by the
Embargo Act of 1807) to England and France, but enforced it more
strictly. This was Napoleon's first reaction to it. For the sequel, v. No.
209.]
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RIVAL BRIDES

TO  M.   DE   CHAMPAGNY,   DUKE   OF   CADORE,   MINISTER  FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

PARIS, February 6, 1810.

DESPATCH a messenger before 6 o'clock this evening to the
Duke of Vicenza. Inform him that a council was held a few
days ago, and that opinion was divided between the Russian
and Austrian princesses; that it is the same in the country,
especially on the ground of religion; for even the people
who attach least importance to religion can't reconcile
themselves to the idea of not seeing the Empress attend
church functions at the Emperor's side; that the presence
of a Russian 'pope' constitutes an even greater difficulty,
and that the Emperor would be making a serious admission
of inferiority if he agreed to recognise the presence of a
'pope' at the Tuileries. You are to add that these lines were
already written when the messenger of the zist arrived,
and that you interrupted your letter to decipher the'des-
patches he carried; that in these despatches the Emperor
points out that Princess Anne is not yet regular in her
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